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Cable: "Inculcate, New York”

THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

COMMISSION ON ECUMENICAL MISSION AND RELATIONS

175 Riverside Drive, New York 27, New York

The Commission made record of the death of the Rev. Cyril Ross, Th.D.
on February 5, 1963 » Los Angeles, California, at the age of 95* Dr. Ross
served under the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S 0A. from June 21, 1897 until his retirement on April 24, 1937*

Dr. Ross was born in Peebles, Scotland, April 24, 1867. He attended
high school in Montreal, Canada, and in Worcester, Massachusetts. He received
the degrees of B.A. and M.A. from Park College, Missouri, and the B.D. degree
from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1915* After his retirement he completed
the academic work for a Th.D. degree at Dallas Theological Seminary, Dallas,
Texas. He remained a Greek scholar throughout his ministry.

On September 2 , 1897 he was married to Miss Susie Frances Shank, and
eleven days later the young couple set sail for Korea, reaching Pusan on
October 11 , 1897 * After some years at Pusan doing evangelistic work,Dr. Ross
was transferred to a new Christian center at Syen Chun, in northwestern Korea
about fifty miles from the Yalu River. Here he did his great work, itinerating
on foot or by horseback over a mountainous region extending 400 miles to the
northeast, preaching, establishing churches and schools, and training church

officers. During the chaotic period of the Russo-Japanese War he and other

missionaries remained at their posts when most of the populace took to the

hills, an act which greatly enhanced the prestige of the Christian mission. In

the five year period, 1902-1907 , the number of Christians in the Syen Chun
district increased from 677 to 4 , 039 . During the persecution of the Church at

the beginning of the Japanese occupation^Dr. Ross was a wise counselor and firm

friend of the Korean Christians. A life-long scholar, he read widely, wrote
well, and taught the emerging leaders of the new congregations set up in the

Syen Chun area. He with his colleagues so furthered rural evangelism that the

Christians of Syen Chun in time out-numbered those in districts to the south,

and became noted for their zeal and self-reliance.

Mrs. Ross died June 16 , 1954 . Their daughter, Miss Lilian Ross, born in
Korea, returned to Korea in 1926 as a missionary under the Presbyterian Board
of Foreign Missions, and continues to carry on her work among women in the
Taegu area. The Commission extends its deep sympathy to her and to her brother,
Albert L. Ross, upon the passing of their father who rendered such long and

distinguished Christian service in Korea under pioneering conditions.

MEML MIN

MEMORIAL MINUTE

The Rev. Cyril Ross, Th.D.

1867 - 1963
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foreign Missions and Overseas Jnterchurch Service

The Board of Foreign Missions

of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America

156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y.

To the Members of the Korea Mission

Dear Friends:

In the absence from the office of Dr, John Coventry Smith, who is on a

Secretarial visit to Japan and Korea, I am writing to share with you the following
telegram from Miss Lilian Ross regarding the death of her mother:

"MRS. CYRIL ROSS WENT HOME JUNE loTH IN CALEXICO

MEMORIAL IN SANTA BARBARA JUNE 25TH."

Most of you know that Mrs, Ross, who was in her 83rd year, had not been well
for a long time and that her daughter, Lilian, has been in this country for the past
three years to care for her. However, arrangements had been made for her care and
Miss Ross was preparing to return to the field next month.

Mrs, Ross, who went to Korea with her husband in 1897, shared in his evan-
gelistic work and also will be long remembered for her medical service to the people
in Syenchun and the surrounding area. With Dr, Ross, she was Honorably Retired in

1937 and returned to this country to make her home in California.

Besides Dr. Ross, she is survived by one daughter, Lilian, and one son,

Albert. The family may be addressed at 227 Fifth Street, Calexico, California.

We are sure that you join with us in extending sympathy to the Ross family
and in giving thanks to God for this triumphant Christian life.

Sincerely,

J.L. Dodds


